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are the two ports through which most goods and passengers move
going to and from the British Isles.

The northern portion of the basin is both an agricultural and an
industrial region. The clay soil of Flanders not only is responsible for
the mud so well remembered by many of the soldiers during the World
War, but it also supports prosperous agricultural communities. Wheat,
barley, sugar beets and hops are raised in considerable quantities, and
excellent pastures support large herds of cattle. Here also the greatest
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of the industrial regions of France are responsible for this being the
most populous section of the country. The industrial towns center
around Lille, and are especially noted for their textiles. Lille specializes
in cotton, while the neighboring towns of Roubaix and Tourcoing are
the greatest wool centers of France. Slightly south of this region is
another industrial area surrounding the coal fields. This is the chief
coal-producing region of France, and contains the coal measures which
dip under the Channel from Great Britain and extend through France
and Belgium into Germany. Here the landscape consists of small min-
ing towns, smoky chimneys, dirty shaft houses and great black piles of
waste. Lens, Douai and Valenciennes are the principal industrial cities
of the region, and specialize in metal goods, chemicals and glass.